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PERISCOPE. 


vided it is given largely diluted and upon an empty stomach. 
In the pharmaceutists’ lists one can find granules of strychnia of 
the and of a grain each. This provides us with a prepa¬ 
ration which is often the proper dose. Individuals have stated to 
me that they could not take strychnia ; it had been tried as a 
remedy by this or that prominent physician with signal failure. I 
have asked, “ Will you try my strychnia ? ” and forthwith have 
ordered the granules above named, not only with toleration, but 
with marked benefit. For example, tympanites has been modified, 
neurasthenia benefited, nervous headache relieved, respiration in¬ 
fluenced, and the like. It is a fundamental principle, however, 
that no positive dose can be laid down as universally suitable.— 
Phila. Medical Times. 


The Comparative Value of Amyl Nitrite, Nitro-glyce- 
rine, and Nitrite of Sodium in the Treatment of Angina 
Pectoris —Dr. M. Hay relates the history of a patient, a printer, 
aged forty-two, who had for about two years been suffering from 
angina pectoris. He was given amyl nitrite, which produced 
very temporary and imperfect relief. He was then put upon 
nitrite of sodium in doses of two to five grains p. r. n. This dose 
produced no physiological effect apart from relief of the pain. 
By using alternately the sodium nitrite and the nitro-glycerine, it 
was found that the latter, though better than the amyl, did not 
give such permanent results as did the sodium. 

Dr. Hay states that nitrite of sodium is very apt to be adul¬ 
terated with the nitrate to the extent even of two thirds its bulk. 
— The Practitioner , March, 1883. 


Alcoholism and Strychnine . — M. Lecuyd, in a work 
written under the inspiration, as we are told, of Prof. Luton, of 
Rheims, claims that strychnine is a specific for alcoholism as 
mercury is for syphilis. It may be given in very large doses in 
chronic cases. He would have it put in alcoholic drinks as a 
prophylactic against inebriety! Strychnine is no doubt of value, 
but M. Lecuye’s views are fantastical .—Revue medicale , March 

24, 1883. _ 


Wolff’s Method of Treating Writer’s Cramp and Allied 
Diseases. —Wolff has been treating patients by his method in 
Berlin. At a meeting of the Berlin Medical Society five cases 
were reported which had been successfully treated. Wolff states 
that some of his patients have now remained well for four years. 
— Berlin, klinisch. Woch., Feb. 19, 1883. 


Exophthalmic Goitre Treated by Injections of Duboi¬ 
sine. —Desnes has treated three cases of exophthalmic goitre with 
subcutaneous injections of neutral sulphate of duboisine. The 
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dose was one half to one milligramme daily. The amelioration 
was very marked, but the symptoms returned on leaving off the 
remedy.— Glasgow Medical Journal. 


Reflex Vertigo Treated by Cauterizing the Nasal 
Mucous Membrane. —Hack reports two cases of vertigo caused 
presumably by an hypertrophy of the lower nasal mucous mem¬ 
brane. The symptom disappeared after applications of the 
electro-cautery to the diseased membrane.— Berlin, klin. 
Wochen., Jan. 29, 1883. 


Ergot in the Treatment of Diabetes Insipidus. —Dr. J. 
M. DaCosta, who, in 1875, first called attention to the value of 
ergot in diabetes insipidus, has reported five more cases, making 
six in all. Of the six, five have apparently recovered. The 
ergot was given in doses of from three to six drachms daily of the 
fluid extract.— Medical News , Jan. 7, 1882. 


Mixtures for Producing Local Anaesthesia. —When equal 
parts of chloral and camphor are triturated together, a clear, 
somewhat viscid, transparent solution results. This solution has 
considerable solvent power, and will take up a comparatively 
large proportion of morphia. Chloroform may also be added to 
it without precipitation of any portion of the dissolved constitu¬ 
ents. Thus : 5 '■ Chloral., camphor., aa 3 ij.; morph, sulph., 3 ss. ; 
chloroform., 3 j-—H. This may be applied with a camel’s-hair 
brush over the area to be incised, allowed to dry, and re-applied 
as freely as may be necessary to render the part insensible to 
pain. 

Amongst the anaesthetic mixtures for surgical purposes proposed 
by Professor Redier are solutions of camphor in ether and in 
chloroform. One drachm of camphor may be dissolved in two 
drachms of ether, or the same quantity in two drachms of chloro¬ 
form. A useful anaesthetic mixture is prepared by the addition of 
crystallized acetic acid to chloroform, in the proportion of one 
part of the acid to twenty parts. These anaesthetic solutions are 
applied by the brush freely over the part of the seat of pain, or to 
be incised. In some instances it may be better to moisten a cloth 
or some cotton, and allow it to remain for a time in contact with 
the part. Pure carbolic acid has an anaesthetic effect when 
applied to the skin.— Phil. Med. News, Feb. 10, 1883. 

The local (and reflex) anaesthetic power of carbonic-acid gas has 
been demonstrated by Dr. Brown-Sequard. By directing a cur¬ 
rent of this gas upon the upper part of the larynx, in certain 
animals, for one quarter to two minutes, local anaesthesia and 
slight general anaesthesia was produced.— Nature, p. 557, 1882. 



